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Documentary Eyes Oscar Platform
to Highlight Brutal Abuse in China

A documentary that focuses on the state-perpetuated forced organ
harvesting in China hopes to bring the issue wider attention.
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Cindy Song, producer and writer of the award-winning documentary "State Organs," after a screening at Harvard
University in Boston on March 7, 2024. Samira Bouaou/The Epoch Times
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A documentary highlighting the forced organ harvesting abuse that
the Chinese regime perpetuates is hoping for a bigger platform: the
Oscars.

“State Organs,” which tracks the journey of two families searching for
their missing loved ones in China, is currently one of around 170
contenders for the 2025 Academy Awards for Best Documentary
Feature Film. It’s also a candidate for the Best Original Score.

“Truth is power,” producer Cindy Song told The Epoch Times. She said
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nat even though the Chinese Communist Party has sought to use state
ower to cover up the ongoing abuse, their film will present to people
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chance to learn about what is happening.

orced organ harvesting, the act of taking unconsenting individuals’
rgans for sale, happens in China on a significant scale, targeting
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risoners of conscience such as detained practitioners of Falun Gong,
belief with spiritual teachings and meditative exercises that has

faced severe persecution in China since 1999. The number of people
practicing Falun Gong is around 70 million to 100 million by some
estimates.

“In terms of the brutality and the scale, this issue is beyond
comprehension,” she said. “The world needs to know about it.”

The Canadian film has won two Leo Awards for Best Direction and
Best Musical Score in 2023 in the feature-length documentary
category, an Award of Excellence at The Accolade Global Film
Competition in March, Art Film Spirit Awards, and the Best Human
Rights Documentary at the 2024 Manhattan Film Festival.

It has screened in Taiwan, New York, San Francisco, and Japan in
recent weeks, and some audience members were in tears after
watching the film. But as the film appeared in theaters, it also drew
the attention of Chinese operatives.
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In Taiwan in particular, journalists, lawmakers, and theaters have
received a barrage of threats telling them not to write about, promote,
or host the film screening. When local police investigated, they began
to receive similar email harassment as well. These threats include
possible bombing, shooting, and hacking of personal information. All
of them were fake, the police have said.

"State Organs" movie screening at Village East by Angelika in New York City on Nov. 9, 2024. Samira
Bouaou/The Epoch Times

The campaign has backfired, as Taiwan’s legislators hosted screenings
in city councils and spoke about it publicly in support. Taiwan’s
Foreign and National Defense Committee described the harassment as
a part of the regime’s long-arm influence campaign and convened a
hearing on it, asking officials in charge of cultural, national security,
and cross-strait matters for their response.

“We can’t be scared off by these behind-the-scenes threats. We have to
continually speak up,” Chen Xianweli, a Taipei legislator, said in a
speech at a Nov. 30 screening event that his city council hosted.
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Hung Chien-yi, another Taipei City Council member, similarly said that
he believes “every democratic country in the world deserves to learn
about it.”

The first round of voting for Oscars is currently underway, with a
shortlist of 15 films to come out on Dec. 17.

Sign up for the News Alerts newsletter. You'll get the biggest developing stories so you
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Eva Fu is a New York-based writer for The Epoch Times focusing on U.S. politics, U.S.-China
relations, religious freedom, and human rights. Contact Eva at eva.fu@epochtimes.com

X

Author’s Selected Articles

In Secret Meeting, Xi Jinping Ordered New
Strategy to Attack Falun Gong Globally
Dec 06, 2024

South Korea Martial Law Decree Spotlights

Challenge of Communist Infiltration
Dec 03, 2024

Chinese Operatives Escalate Threats to Stop Film

on Forced Organ Harvesting
Dec 01, 2024

3 Americans Jailed in China Returning Home After
Diplomatic Deal
Nov 27, 2024



https://www.theepochtimes.com/author/eva-fu
https://x.com/EvaSailEast
https://x.com/EvaSailEast
https://www.theepochtimes.com/article/in-secret-meeting-xi-jinping-orders-new-strategy-to-attack-falun-gong-internationally-5772487
https://www.theepochtimes.com/article/in-secret-meeting-xi-jinping-orders-new-strategy-to-attack-falun-gong-internationally-5772487
https://www.theepochtimes.com/world/south-korea-martial-law-decree-spotlights-communist-infiltration-5770228
https://www.theepochtimes.com/world/south-korea-martial-law-decree-spotlights-communist-infiltration-5770228
https://www.theepochtimes.com/china/chinese-operatives-escalate-threats-to-stop-film-on-forced-organ-harvesting-5768747
https://www.theepochtimes.com/china/chinese-operatives-escalate-threats-to-stop-film-on-forced-organ-harvesting-5768747
https://www.theepochtimes.com/china/3-americans-jailed-in-china-returning-home-after-diplomatic-deal-5767240
https://www.theepochtimes.com/china/3-americans-jailed-in-china-returning-home-after-diplomatic-deal-5767240

Copyright © 2000 - 2024 The Epoch Times Association Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Cookies Settings


https://www.theepochtimes.com/canada

