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Trump Says US Should Not
Intervene in Syria: ‘Let It Play Out’

The president-elect urged the United States to stay out of Syria’s conflict
as opposition forces threaten President Bashar al-Assad’s regime and
Russia.
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President-elect Donald Trump at the Elysee Palace in Paris, France, on Dec. 7, 2024. Oleg Nikishin/Getty Images

)

I



https://www.theepochtimes.com/world
https://www.theepochtimes.com/world/middle-east
https://www.theepochtimes.com/world/trump-says-us-should-not-intervene-in-syria-let-it-play-out-5772619?cmt=1

By Tom Ozimek A X ® Print
12/7/2024 Updated: 12/7/2024

President-elect Donald Trump said on Saturday that the United States
should avoid involvement in the conflict in Syria, where opposition
forces are challenging President Bashar al-Assad’s rule as front lines
have collapsed across the country amid battles for control of key cities.

Calling Syria a “mess” and “not our friend,” Trump said America
should avoid any involvement in the conflict.

“The United States should have nothing to do with it,” he wrote in all-

Copy

aps in a Dec. 7 post on Truth Social. “This is not our fight. Let it play
ut. Do not get involved!”
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he president-elect said that opposition fighters have already reached

ne suburbs of the Syrian capital Damascus and are getting ready to
nake “a very big move toward taking out Assad.”
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he collapse of Assad’s regime could spell a strategic defeat for Russia,
rhich for years has been a significant backer of Assad’s regime and
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has a key naval and air base in Syria.

Trump said Russia is so tied up in Ukraine that it is incapable of
offering decisive assistance to stop the advance of anti-government
forces, led by terrorist group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham group (HTS).

“Now they are, like possibly Assad himself, being forced out, and it
may actually be the best thing that can happen to them,” Trump
wrote. “There was never much of a benefit in Syria for Russia.”

Russia on Friday warned its citizens that they should consider leaving
Syria due to the “difficult military and political situation” there as the
opposition forces threatened to take control of the strategic city of
Homs and push toward the capital of Damascus, the seat of Assad’s
power.

The United States has about 900 troops in the opposition-held
northeast of Syria, working with Syrian Kurdish allies to prevent any
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resurgence of the ISIS terror group.

The Biden administration has not indicated any plans for U.S. military
intervention in Syria, with U.S. State Department spokesperson
Matthew Miller stating on Friday that U.S. policy remains for a
“political solution to the conflict” in line with the United Nations
Security Council Resolution 2254.

Miller’s remarks followed a Dec. 1 joint statement by the governments
of the United States, France, Germany, and the United Kingdom,
urging “de-escalation by all parties” to the Syrian conflict and a
diplomatic settlement in line with the U.N. resolution, which outlines a
framework for a nationwide ceasefire, transitional government, new
constitution, elections within 18 months, and addressing the
humanitarian crisis.

Forces opposed to Assad have made swift and significant advances,
battling for control of Homs on Saturday and starting to encroach on
Damascus. Losing Homs would be a crippling blow to Syrian
government forces as the city lies along a key route connecting
Damascus with Assad strongholds Latakia and Tartus on the coast.

Rami Abdurrahman, who heads the UK-based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, an opposition war monitor, said that anti-government
forces were active in the Damascus suburbs of Moadamiyah,
Jaramana and Darayya, on Saturday. Other opposition combatants
were marching towards Harasta, another Damascus suburb, he said.

Hassan Abdul-Ghani, an HTS commander, posted on Telegram that
anti-Assad forces were encircling Damascus as part of the “final stage”
of their assault.

Critical Threats, a project of the American Enterprise Institute,
said “Assad faces an existential threat.”

“Assad Regime forces have collapsed and Assad’s backers do not
appear willing to bolster the Syrian Arab Army by rapidly deploying
additional forces,” the group wrote on social media platform X.
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In another post on X, Critical Threats noted that Russian forces on
Saturday had not yet evacuated their naval base in Tartus.

“Russian forces may be preparing to leave Hmeimim air base & Tartus
naval base in Syria as the regime continues to lose ground to
opposition forces,” Critical Threats said in a post. “The Kremlin losing
its footprint in Syria would undermine its strategic objectives in the
Mediterranean & Africa.”

HTS, which broke away from Al-Qaeda in 2016, has spent years trying
to moderate its image on the international stage. The terror group
presents itself as a viable alternative to Assad’s 54-year authoritarian
rule.

Sign up for the Epoch Weekly Debrief newsletter. Get an easy, digestible roundup of 2
to 3 of the most important stories from the past week. Sign up with 1-click >>

) Tom Ozimek
" Reporter

Tom Ozimek is a senior reporter for The Epoch Times. He has a broad background in
journalism, deposit insurance, marketing and communications, and adult education.

X

Author’s Selected Articles

Speaker Johnson Confident in Hegseth’s
Confirmation: ‘Momentum’s Moving the Right

Way
Dec 07, 2024

JetBlue Scales Back Routes, Axes Flights Between
Key Cities
Dec 07,2024



https://x.com/criticalthreats/status/1865214503169687740
https://www.theepochtimes.com/author/tom-ozimek
https://x.com/OZImekTOM
https://x.com/OZImekTOM
https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/speaker-johnson-confident-in-hegseths-confirmation-momentums-moving-the-right-way-5772713
https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/speaker-johnson-confident-in-hegseths-confirmation-momentums-moving-the-right-way-5772713
https://www.theepochtimes.com/business/jetblue-scales-back-routes-axes-flights-between-key-cities-5772676
https://www.theepochtimes.com/business/jetblue-scales-back-routes-axes-flights-between-key-cities-5772676

Sen. Cornyn Confident Kash Patel Will Become
Next FBI Director
Dec 07,2024

IRS Expands Its Armed Wing to Highest Level in

Nearly a Decade
Dec 07, 2024



https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/sen-cornyn-confident-kash-patel-will-become-next-fbi-director-5772653
https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/sen-cornyn-confident-kash-patel-will-become-next-fbi-director-5772653
https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/irs-expands-its-armed-wing-to-highest-level-in-nearly-a-decade-5771758
https://www.theepochtimes.com/us/irs-expands-its-armed-wing-to-highest-level-in-nearly-a-decade-5771758
https://www.theepochtimes.com/canada

