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FXAEN AL s, AR AR, AR HRA TESOME. 7 (The only piece of art work in Lenin’ s
office was a kitsch statue of an ape sitting on a heap of books—including Origin of Species—and contemplating
a human skull. This rather vulgar artifact, a comment in clay on Darwin’ s view of man, remained in Lenin’ s
view as he worked at his desk, approving plans or signing death warrants as he deemed necessary. The ape and
the skull were to Lenin what a gilded icon might have been to his father. The ape and the skull were a symbol
of his faith, the Darwinian faith that man is a brute, the world is a jungle, and individual lives are

irrelevant. ) 868
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vicious man, though he certainly ordered a great many vicious measures. Perhaps the ape and the skull were
invoked to remind him that, in the world according to Darwin, man’ s brutality to man is inevitable. In his
struggle to bring about the “worker’ s paradise” through “scientific” means, he ordered a great many

deaths. The ape and the skull may have helped him stifle whatever kindly or humane impulses were left over from

a wholesome childhood. )
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